
CA S E  S T U DY

Across the U.S., private prop-
erty issues present the
biggest stumbling block for

greenway development. Landowners
adjacent to greenways often oppose
development based on concerns such
as heavy pedestrian traffic, lack of
privacy and destruction of wildlife
habitats. The city of Longmont,
Colorado faced these issues when it
invested approximately $19 million
to renovate Sand Stone Ranch Park,
a regional park located several miles
outside of the city limits. Plans
called for a pedestrian path to con-
nect the park to the city, but in order
to do so, it would have to be built on
private property. 

Given the potential for strong oppo-
sition from property owners, the city
used CommunityViz™ with the goal
of presenting its proposal in a way
that would gain maximum consensus
from private landowners.  Longmont
officials used CommunityViz to
work with landowners to create a
comprehensive analysis of social,
economic and environmental sensi-
tivities. During the charrette, partici-

pants were able to compare alterna-
tives by using CommunityViz pre-
dictive models that illustrated and
quantified the potential impacts of
different alternatives on issues of
concern to land owners. 

Within this informed decision-mak-
ing environment, a synthesis plan
emerged that reflected 100 percent
consensus from the citizen's adviso-
ry committee--comprised mostly of
local land owners who had the great-
est stake in land use issues.    

These local landowners unanimously
supported the plan at both the Parks
and Recreation Advisory Board
hearings and at City Council meet-
ings.  Local planning staff character-
ized the process as "the most suc-
cessful planning process ever com-
pleted in Longmont."  

By using CommunityViz, planning
staff and local citizens successfully
developed six and a half miles of
greenway extension in a manner that
was economically efficient, environ-
mentally responsible and generally
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